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FROM THE PASTOR

ASH WEDNESDAY

February is a month full of “ s pe cTaten, dcaoyding td |t
folklore, if it is cloudy when the groundhog comes out of his burrow, winter will soon end; and if it is

sunny, the groundhog will go baakto his hole, signifying six more weeks of winter. Then there is
Lincoln's bfrthday | (owel. by avhea wetshareeur feelimysawith ( F e b
those we |l ove. Next c o mé% andhisybar, Repruasymis vithaD r t h d a
day— making this a leap year!

But in the middle of all those other celebrations, there is one that the church honors, anisthat is
Wednesday. It marks the beginning of the 4fay season of Len& time when Christians make an effort

to take their religion more seriously by giving something up (abstinence), or by fasting or praying more;
by reading the scriptures more faithfully, or by working to spend more time with God. Easter this year is
April 8", which makes Ash Wednesday, Redmy 22% (If you are counting that is 46 days; Sundays are
not considered part of Lent.) The gospels tell us that Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness, praying and
fasting, when he was tempted by Satan in preparation for his public ministry. kaosegent 40 days

in repentance following the golden calf incident. Perhaps these passages provide some of the Biblical
basis for observing the season of Lent.

Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of placing ashes on the foreheads (or hands) of
worshippers as a sign of repentance and of their being sorry for their sins. Typically, the ashes are

“i mposed” in the shape of a cross. The ashes u
year’'s Palm Sunday. ashesare usedtshbooneged to the QldaTestaméne r e a
There, dusting oneself with ashes was the penitent's way of expressing sorrow for sins and faults. People
would throw ashes over their head to signify repentance before God. This was also part ofpbepleay
mourned. (See Job 426 Jer. 6:26; Dan. 9:3; Jonah 3:6; Ez. 9.) In addition to ashes, in worship services
on Ash Wednesday there is often the reading of one of the Penitential Psalms and prayers of confession.

This year, on February 22 we areplanning to celebrate Ash Wednesday with a service of worship. It
will be held in Hebron House, beginning at 7:30 p.m. We will impose ashes, join in prayers of


mailto:office@

confession, hear a penitential psalm, and celebrate the sacrament of communion. It is tmgt lyope

will consider beginning the season of Lent by attending this service. Hopefully, it will provide you with a
good way to begin the spiritual journey that is part of resggurselves to hear the Good News of Easter
morning.

- Sid --

FROM THE DEACONS

The Board of Deacons has oversight and responsibility for the property and finances of the Church. We
meet on the second Wednesday of every month (except July) at 7:30 pm. You are welcome to share
comments and/or concerns withDrewW s on, i Maco Macwan, Al an Mergen
Smith, Kirsten Miller, Kurt Hinds, Ray Yep or Jim Schaefer.

JANUARY WORK PARTY

Many thanks go out to all who assisted in making our church sparkle again during our Work Party
on January¥. We had a good crew of parishioners who helped take down the Christmas decorations and
vacuum up all the pine needles that had fallen, cut down and dispose of the dead tree by the church
driveway, replace bmed out light bulbs and damagesiling tiles and recover the bulletin boards for
spring— among other things!

MINISTRY OF NURTURE AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

The Ministry of Nurture and Spiritual Growth meets on the first Wednesday of each month (except July)
and considers matters related to worshipn&ay school, youth groups, and adult education. You are
welcome to come join us, or to share your suggestions or concerns with David Ritch, Sandy DeLaney,
Patti Wilson, Chris Hinds, Amy Bahel, or Heidi Bertaux.

WORSHIP:

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
On Wedneday, February 22nd, at 7:30 p.m. we will meet to begin our journey through Lent. The
Ash Wednesday service will be held in Hebron House, and will include the imposition of ashes, the
singing of hymns and the praying of prayers, and we will celebrasatrament of communion. Plan
to begin this important liturgical season with worship.

A NOTE FROM JUDITH ABOUT CHOIR
It is hard to believe almost four months have gone by since | joined you as
Organist/Choir Director at Mt. Hebron. It is algoy for me to be with you in this /
endeavor . Advent and Christmas are bZEP
willingness to “Show Up, Work Har
J-JJJ‘ music together. As you know, the Adult Choir is comprisiea wonderful
group of people, but as in any volunteer choir sometimes we are stretched
Jj ==fe beyond our limits. | would like to extend an invitation to anyone who has ever sung before
or Not, but enjoys singing, to come give us a try on Thursday evening@Oai.imh. If you




are interested, please give me a catha church office or at honte discuss this important Music
Ministry at Mt. Hebron.

The Children’s Choir is tak" Weinstal agesdraGahupyvi | |
to join them. We are meeting for the next several weeks after church on Sunday mornings, as needed.
| |l ook forward to expanding both groups in the
t he LAUWAYSANDEVERYWHERE!

YOUTH:

WHAT6S HAPPENI NG:
OnJanuary 22", the youth had fun trip to Pennsylvania to go Snow Tubing. Over the next couple of
months, the following activities are planned:

February 17 - 18 Game night for all of the church that will lead into a laKor the youth.We will
need parents to chaperone and plan games, movies etc!

March 24 - We will be going to help the Samaritan Women at their place in Baltimore

Church retreat 4/20-22 - this is for the entire family and a wonderful weekend of activities.

Big day of serving 5/5 - This event was held in the FalMany of our middle schoolers attended.

We are also looking into the possibility of having a mission trip for this summer, hopefully somewhere in

Appalachia. It would be open to adults anduth alike. Amy Bahel is looking into possibilities. If
anyone is interested in working on this project, please contact Amy.

Church Family Retreat
Are you ready to have some fun??

The Ministry of Nurture and Spiritual Growth is excited about theoopeg Church Family Retreat and
we hope you are too! We invite you to a weekend of fun and fellowship for all ages on A2 20
2012.

This retreat will be held at West River Retreat Center, located on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay. The
West Rive Retreat Center is 20 miles south of Annapeligst about an hour from home.

Lodging will be in log style cabins, generally 2 to 4 persons
per room, bunk bed style with community bathrooms. Five
delicious meals and daily snacks will be prepared by a
professional staff and served in the dining center.

The 45 beautiful acres includes basketball and volleyball
courts, shuffle board, horseshoes, fequare, Frisbee golf
and a large recreation field, nature trails and campfire sites
addition,thosevh o ar e mor e “advent
out the giant swing, climbing wall, low ropes course, or
boating activities (canoes, row boats, and sailboats).



The retreat will begin on Friday evening with a group session after everyone arrives. On SHtarday

will be another group session, break out sessions, free time and a campfire to close the day. The retreat
will close on Sunday with a worship service. The Ministry is busy working on additional program
information, which will be provided in the &ch Newsletter.

The Cost for the weekend includes lodging and meals:

Adults (18 and over) $103.75

1317 $ 83.00

4-12 $ 62.25

3 and under Free
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy God’ s
family. Regstration will begin in early March and is limited to the first 64 people. Watch for retreat
updates in the weekly bulletins. I f you have a

Wilson.

ADULT EDUCATION
THE GRAND SWEEP:

We ae continuing our study of the Old Testament books in a chronological order. We have gotten
past Israel’s exile in Babyl dnwewihbe studying the booskedf u r n
Joel and Jonah. Read these short books, and comeimiadij discussion.

MT . HEBRONGS BODKEINBS011-2012-FRIDAYS, 7PM

Below is the schedule for the remainder of the year. We hope you will plan to join us for any of the
following discussions:

Date Book Author Hostess
24 Fe|Roam Emma Donoghue| Patti Wilson
23 Ma | Unbroken Laura Hillenbrand Jane Glass

Men invited, Potluck at HH
2 0 A p | The Story of Beautiful Gir| Rachel Simon Evelyn Hayner

18 Ma | The Immortal Life of Rebecca Skloot | Judy Sheldon
Henrietta Lacks
22J u n e| The Little Chapel on the | Gwen Bounds Joie Smith
Hudson
14 S e |Nemesis: aNovel Jo Neshg Sandy DelLaney
(Harry Hole)

OCCASIONAL CHANGES MAY NEED TO BE MADE TO THIS LIST.



THE MINISTRY OF MEMBERSHIP
The Ministry of Membership€uses its work in three areas: welcoming new members, fellowship, and
pastoral care. Generally, we meet on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. We invite all who
are interested in helping foster a more involved and excited membership to.jdfryas have ideas,
suggestions or questions, speak to Jim Bahel, Melissa Barrett, Patt Cardno, Kathleen Boytim, Ginger
Dunn, or Cecelia Forr.

MENO6S BREAKFAST

On Sunday, February T9at 7:30 a.m., the men of Mount Hebron Church will meet again fo
breakfast at the Forest Diner on Route 40. Interested men are invited to attend for discussion and
fellowship. The meeting will last no more than an hour, so there is plenty of time to eat, then return home
to prepare to come to church for worshipsign up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the narthex.
Any questions, please call Tom Hatrris

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNERS

Our Sunday Night Dinners will continue at 6 p.m. on Februafyat@l 28'! The dinners are held in
Hebron House. The dinners provide a casual, easy way for our congregation to get together on a regular
basi s. There are no planned meal s/t heawanigg...) ust
Come join us-6 p.m.

THE MINISTRY OF MISS ION
The next meeting of the Ministry of Mission will be held on Monday February 20, 2012, at 9:00 a.m.
Everyone who is interested in the mission and outreach of the Church is invited to participate in this
meeting/mission. If you have any questions, please contact Janice Yant

SOUPER SUPER BOWL CO_ECTION

Are you mad the Ravens lostiew England? Would you like to see New England lose in the Super
Bowl? Now you can vote with your dollars as we once again collect for (or against) your team in the big
game. On Super Bowl Sunday, the Mibhsstawndofy oMi
vote for (or against) your team to win. Each dollar represents a vote. All money collected will be donated
to t he Pr e sabiltypogram whereGk money is given to purchase food for food banks run
by churches in the BaltimerPresbytery. You can vote for your team to win and help the hungry at the
same time. Cash and checks made payable to MHPC acdepted

|l f you are a youth and would |Iike to be one of

OUR DAILY BREAD T
CASSEROLES é ﬁ‘g é

Thanks to all who have prepared casseroles for Our Daily Bread over the past year. The Our Daily
Bread Soup Kitchen can use all of the casserol e
we hope that you will@nsider it. The recipes and pans are found in the Narthex. After making a
casserole, freeze it and label it with the number of the recipe you made. Then bring it up to the church
and place it in the big chest freezer located in the church kitchen. tkeoenit will be delivered to Our
Daily Bread.




If you cannot make a casserole, there are other ways you can help. Our DailABW&J'S needs
boxes of cereal for their breakfast, tea bags for their lunches, plastic zip lock bags and papeg&unch ba
for the people to take food with them. Each of these donations can also be left in the kitchen.

On Friday, January) Ed Wri ght delivered twenty seven (.
boxes of matzo crackers to Our Daily Bread Kéich Our next delivery is on Friday, February 17, 2012.

OUR DAILY BREAD

"For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink(Matt. 25:35)

After months of searching for an Our Daily Bread champion to assume themirssioEd Wright,
we're moving on to Plan B aka "The Team Approach.” What | mean by that is we're going to break up the
duties and ask people to agree to perform one or more of the duties associated with MHPC's casserole
support to Our Daily Bread.

Since 1981, Our Daily Bread has beemramtinuousoperation serving hot lunches to the hungry of
Baltimore and is one of a few organizations that commits to serving the hungry day in and day out. Last
year over 250,000 meals (breakfast and lunchgwervee that's a lot of casseroles.

Instead of asking one person to bear the burden of our casseroles, we're going to break up the duties
and work it as a team. If you feel called to support Our Daily Bread, please fill out the form hdlow a
put it in Janice Yant's mailbox, the offering plate. If casseroles aren't your thing but you have other gifts
you'd like to explore, catetp with Janice Yant at church or at janiceyant@verizon.net.

I'll help with Our Daily Bread Mission
Name:

I will commit __ casseroles monthly.

I will be a substitute or as needed casserole baker.

| will make reminder phe calls and contact substitute casserole bakers (who previously
volunteered) by phone, when necessary.

| will take casseroles from Mt. Hebron Presbyterian Church and deliver them to Our Daily
Bread at 725 The Fallsway in Baltimore some day duheghird week of the month
between the hours of&

| would like to participate in a monthly fellowship/mission activity making casseroles.

I would like to participate in an occasional fellowship/mission activity making casseroles.

ANOTHER WAY TO SERVE

Our next time to serve at Our Daily Bread will be Saturday, Februdty @ik your calendars and
plan to join us as we serve meals to the needy. Those wanting to ride down together should meet in the
church parking lot prior to 8:3@.m. We return about 1:30 p.m. We can bring up to 10 volunteers, so if
you are planning to attend, please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Any questions, please call Tom
Harris at 416730-7326.

THE SAMARITAN WOMEN

Did you know that the largestban farm in Baltimore City is operated by The Samaritan Wontien?
includes two acres of farmland and over 4,300 sq. feet of greenhdusa® is a small fruit orchard, a
berry vineyard, be&eeping, chickens and ducki's a Farm & Food Ministry anelach week dozens of
volunteers contribute to growing foathat will nourish families in nutritional poverty.




The residence is also home to The Samaritan Women's Vocational Program designed for students
rebuilding or establishing new occupational skill$1e concept is called "from Seed to Table" and
teaches skills from planting to tending to harvesting food, and basic culinary skills.

The Residence Program operates in an 1893 Victorian mansion being renovated to serve as a transitional
program for wome seeking a new life and new opportunitidhie program will provide a stable
residential setting, relevant life skills, spirituaéyriching opportunities and a loving community.

A small group of MHPC members visited The Samaritan Women in Novembegeaiicke projects are
being planned for the springtim&/on't you join us next time we go, now that you know a little about
this organizationor more info, visit their websitenww.thesamaritanwomeurg

CHRISTIAN SERVICES GF HOWARD COUNTY, INC (THRIFT SHOP)sHopP

SCHEDULE:

Satisfaction in our lives comes mostly from helping others! Unfortunately, we are often too busy to
spend a few hours to reap the benefits of such satisfaciioadditiond benefit of helping at the
Christian Services’ Thrift Shop is the “good fe
the Lord”.

Come join us! There are lots of clothes to be sorted, in addition to other various tasks to be completed.
Just a few hours of your timemorning or afternoor on a Tuesday, Thursday, or on Saturday, February
11" and 25", will make a big difference. Volunteers should arrive at 9 a.m. to receive their assignments.
Please sign up on the bulletin boardhia Narthex. If you have any questions, please call Luann Harris,
Church Coordinator

PANTRY NEEDS:

Laundry Detergent Facial Tissue
Paper Towels Toilet Paper
Paper Napkins Canned Tuna Fish

PEOPLE NEEDS:

Men, 15 yees and older are needed to help move and collect furniture on the second Saturday of every
month. Saturday, February™ s our next date to move furniture. Please arrive at the Thrift Shop by
9:15 a.m. If you have questions, please call Luann H&osrdinator

DISASTER RELIEF OFFERINGS

Disasters, both natural and manmade, have made the last two years a time to remember by people in
our country and by people around the world. This is the second anniversary of the hugeleauthq
Haiti that took the lives of over 300,000 people plus over 1,500,000 people injured.

The Ministry of Mission feels the Lord has provided us with the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Program to bring hope and comfort to those struck by sugbdms. This year, the Ministry is asking for
your generous donation to our Disaster Relief fund to be taken with the offering on Sunday, February 19,
2012. Envelopes have been attached to this newsletter for this offering. Your contributions dmidthis f
will be very important. We sincerely hope and pray you feel the same way!

CARD MINISTRY NEWS



file://www.thesamaritanwomen.org

Thi s

medical and dental care at an affordable priceaautiinsured and underinsured working folks in
Baltimore.

MARCH MADNESS

On Saturday, March 17 theSWAT (Stop Waste and Trash) team (volunteers) of our church will
renew its commitment to improving our environment along Route 40 picking up liteen: Rélp is
very important to accomplishing this mission. If you make time available in your busy schedule, please
sign on the sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Then, meet us on Maet9100 a.m. in the

qguarter card ministry i s supporting Sheph

parking lot on the southwest corref Route 40 and Centenni al Lane L
Please bring work gloves. If you have questicali, Tom Harris
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session met January 16, 2012 and the following occurred:
DEACONS

M Thereisabrief | ul Il i n the activities in Hebron Hou
working to repair a leak in the ceiling of the Music Room, and Ginger will be making plans to
have a wood floor put down in the Music Room after the leak is repaired.

1 The arrval of our new copier has been delayed by floods in Thailand. When the company that
makes the circuit boards for the copier can ship the necessary parts, the lease on our new copier
will begin.

1 Dan Thompson, a scout working on his Eagle badge, has méddestplans to create picnic tables
for Mt. Hebron Church. The work on the project will be completed in the Spring.

1 The financial report indicates that 2011 was a good year financially for the church. Our income

exceeded our expenses by $13,000+. Safntleis money will be used to pay the interest on our
member loans; the rest of it will be used to help balance our 2012 budget.

MINISTRY OF NURTURE AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

)l
1

T
T

T

The Youth went snow tubing on January®22

A “Game Night” i s apohanFebeidry it ¢-ollowingp teat actwvity,dhe e g
youth will have a lockn at the church.

An Ash Wednesday service is being planned for 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Febffiary 22

Communicants’ <class iIis set to ¢thémentordwnalibevay .
arranging meetings with the students in the next week.

A churchwide retreat is being planned for April-22".

MINISTRY OF MEMBERSHIP

T

The Ministry is looking into companies that can help the Church update our website. We hope to
devdop a site that will be easy to use and maintain; one that will allow password protected
documents to be accessible to the congregation.

The Sunday night dinners are continuing as an informal way for people to get to know each other.

The dates for Febrapare: Feb. 12, and Feb. 28

MINISTRY OF MISSION

)l
)l

Our next time to serve at Our Daily Bread is on Februafy 25
The Disaster Relief Offering will be collected on Sunday, Februdfy 19



1 The Ministry will be having "aYot Govote rtheBo wl "

Patriots or the Giants by putting money in t
benefit the Centability program of Presbytery.
T A “Team Approach” is being adopted to provid

OTHER BUSINESS

9 Our annual congregational meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Jantfary 29
1 Judy Sheldon, the Clerk of Session, is working to convert the church rolls to electronic rolls to
make them easier to access and maintain.

1 Atits next meeting, the Session @an continue the discussion that was started at the Leadership
Retreat held on Januaril.6




CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
9 Sunday School 10:30 Grand Sweej
10 Worship
11 Annual Meeting 7:30 Ministry of 7:30 Choir
Nurture & Spiritual Rehearsal
6 Sunday night dinner Growth
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9 Sunday School
10 Worship/Communion
7:30 Deacons 7:30 Choir
Rehearsal
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9 Sunday School 8 Casseroles Lock In ends
10 Worship Delivered
6 Sunday Night dinnel . 7:30 Choir Game Night/
7 Ministry of Rehearsal| Youth Lock In
Membership Begins
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
7: 30 Men’ s |9 Ministry of 8:30 Our Daily
9 Sunday School Mission 11:30 Newsletter Bread
10 Worship Deadline 7:00 Wo 1
7:30 Ash Wednesday 7:30 Choir Book Club
7 Session Service Rehearsal
26 27 28 29 1 2 3
9 Sunday School
10Worship
7:30 Choir

6 Sunday Night Dinner

Rehearsal




IN OTHER NEWS

LOVING COUPLES
Bring your Valentine sweetheart to a weekend a
flowing through your marriage like never before. Discover new ways to love, listen, and share
with each other on Worldwide Marriage encounter Weekefithere § no age limit on joy!
Newly married to golden anniversary couples have been part of this weekend. Upcoming dates
are Feb. 1719, 2012 at the beautiful Vandiver Inn B & B in Havre de Grace, MD. Registration is
limited to 14 couples so register early &t g space. Contagbttielund@comcast.n€802478-
4209) or register online atww.presbyme.com Fall weekend dates Now-4& 2012.

CONCERTS AT CATONSMLLE PRESBYTERIAN
Church continue on Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. with Carolyn Black, described as

a “wonderful singer, with beautiful tone and ex
super bl y c¢ haThaRaltimoreiSune d " .......
Ms.Blac k presents an all Gershwin program, “By G

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Springfield Presbyterian Church has a memorial fund (the Ruth Gosnell Education Fund)

which provides interedtee loans tdull time college juniors, seniors and graduate school

candidates. Repayment of the interest free loans does not start until 6 months after graduation.

Loan applications are evaluated on academic performance, financial need, and a short essay.

Applicarts must have attained the status of junior in an accredited institution of higher learning.

Applications must be received by Marchat Springfield Church. To apply, download the

RGEF Application Form C dtttp://www.springfieldchurch.orgor call the church at 41095

6152.

MT. HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2330 MOUNT HEBRON DRIVE
ELLICOTT CITY, MD 21042
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